“HARSHA 


THE GREAT RULER OF THANESHWAR 


a 
& thy 


If Harsha is remembered till this day as 
a great,ruler, it is not only because he 
was a brave military leader, but also 
because he was aman of noble impul- 
ses, a great patron of learning and 
letters and he had great scholars like 
Banabhatta, Mayura and Divakara in his 
court. 
Harsha came to occupy the throne of 
\— ‘Thaneshwar at a very critical moment in 
V~ ‘Ne history. His father had died and his 
elder brother had been murdered by 
a powerful enemy. The neighbouring 
kingdom, Kannauj, ruled by Harsha’s 
brother—in—law, had been overrun. 
Harsha not only surmounted these diffi- 
culties, but raised the small kingdom of 
Thaneshwar into the most powerful 
kingdom in Northern India. 
Banabhatta’s “Harshacharita” gives a 
detailed account of Harsha’s life till he 
rescues Rajyashri. We know more about 
the political and economic conditions 
of his times from the account of Hiuen 
Tsang, who visited India during his 
reign. + 
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SER A BITTER BIGHT, THE VICTORY TO PRINCE 
c \HUNS RETREATED. RAJYAVARDHAN! VicToRy/ 
TO PRINCE HARSHA 


BY vact! ir is GeTmng 
DARK- LET US STOP y 
Fouowns = 


foam 

y THerRE HAS 
BEEN NO FIGHTING 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS» 


ALL RIGHT, WA { THINK PLL GO 
HARSHA! ON A HUNT. 


WHILE HUNTING FAR- Pp 7 [peince HARSHA » 

AWAY FROM THE CAMB, VI YOUR FATHER [S VERY} 
WARSHA SAW If ILL. HE WANTS TO SEE 
eee YOU AND PRINCE 
RIDING 

HTOWARDS 41/1.) . 


(LL GO TO 


7H HIM. YOU 
Bc Ne Us O. THA Bui 'Y WEF 
PRINCES RUSHED TC Bs slats 7 THE: RE 100 LATE; INFORM MY 


sill 


PROM BROTHER. 


es PRINCE RAUYA, YOU WILL: NOW 
| ea ar @ HAVE TO SIT ON THE 
THRONE. 


OH, NO! 
LET HARSHA 
BE THE KING - 


YOUR RIGHT| 
AND DUTY TO RUL 


PRINCE HARSHA 
(S RIGHT» 
SIR. 


Poy i CERTAINLY NOT. 
\ Tae} : ; za HE ELDER BROT 
Ay] i 


ARE YOUNG AND 
INEXPERIENCED. PLEASE 
GUIDE THEM. 


1€ You 
WISH, | WILLGO 
AND MEET THEM 
\, AFTER THE SPRING 
FESTIVAL - 


> 
THE TIME 
IS RIPE+ 
WE CAN NOW GRAB FP 
THE KINGDOMS OF 
THANESHWAR AND 


THEY ARE 
VERY POWERFUL, 


} KNOW. BUT IF WE KILL GRAHA- 

VARMAN, THE INEXPERIENCED 

RAUYAVARDHAN WILL NOT BE 

ABLE TO DEFEND BOTH 
KINGDOMS - 


BUT HOW ARE 
WE GOING TO KiLL 
GRAHAVARMAN? 


| HAVE A PLAN. DURING 
THE SPRING FESTIVAL s 
WE WILL DISGUISE OUR- 
SELVES AS SIMPLE 
PEASANTS AND MINGLE 
WITH THE COMMONERS + 
OF KANNAUJ. WHEN 
B\ GRAHAVARMAN COMES 
TO CELEBRATE THE 
FESTIVAL WITH HIS 
PEOPLE WE WILL 
KILL. HIM 


BOTH KINGDOMS 4 SOON 1 SHALL 
SHALL THEN BE BEA 
MIGHTY KING - 


ACCOROING TO THEIR PLAN, PEVGUPTA AND HIS SOLOIERS OCRESSED iN 
CROINARY CLOTHES, MINGLED W7H THE PEOPLE OF KANNAUS THEN AS 
WW WAS ENTERING A TEMPLE — 
is a cien 
= | 


WiLL 2 oe) 


AFTER KILLING GRAHAVARMAN, DEVGUPTA 
FORCIBLY CARRIED RAJWASHRI WITH Hitt 


HELP! 
HELP! 


KING DEVGUPTA OF 
MALWA, HAS CARRIED AWAY 
YOUR SISTER. 


YZ 


DEVGUPTA 
HAS INVITED HIS 


Y LIKE. BUT | SHALL 
SOON BE THE KING OF 
KANNAUJ AS WELL AS 
aa ERE: 


(MPRISON HER. 


RESPECT A 


E SOUTS IN THE PRISON O1STURBEO KAUASHE- 


WHILE RASYASHRL WAS SUEFERING 
MENTALLY, DEVGUPTA WAS ENJOYING 
UMS 


VERY SOON DEVGUPTA WAS 
SCHEMING WITH SHASHANK- 


(5 PREPARING TO 
ATTACK US, 


LEXPECTED <<] AN 
THIS- GO AND CALL 
KING SHASHANK OF Z4, 


GAUD. t WANT TO TALK 


(WILL SHARE HALE OF 
THE KINGDOMS OF THANE - 
SHWAR AND .KANNAUJ 


TO HIM. 


& RAUYAVARDHANS: 
CONFIDENCE AND 


ACCOMPANY HIM 
(N HIS ATTACK ON ME~ 


WHEN THE BATTLE 
BEGINS, ATTACK 
RAUYAVARDHAN FROM 
THE REAR. ONCE HE(S 


EXCELLENT. WE 
SHALL DEFINITELY 


$0, SHASHANK WITH HIS EVIL INTENTIONS 
MARCHED. WITH, RAIYAVARDHAN TOWAROS MALWA + 


(AM GRATEFUL TO YOU 
FOR YOUR HELP, KING 
SHASHANK: YOU SHALL 
ALWAYS BEMY MOST 
TRUSTED FRIENDL 


MY PERSONAL GUARDS 
SHALL PROTECT YOU 
WHILE YOU 


SOLDIERS LEAVE ONLY 
ONE MAN TO 
JARO THE 
PRISON 


( WE NEED ALL THE 


THIS SECRET 
PASSAGE WILL 
CARRY YOU TO THE 

\ JUNGLE « 


@ THANK YOU. 
YOU ARE VERY 
NOBLE. PLEASE TAKE L 
CARE OF YOURSELF: 


DEVGUPTAS SOLDIERS WERE PATEOLLING 
THE JUNGLE, BUT LUCKUY SHE WAG —* 
NOT SLOTTED BY THEM. 

EW bala 


Mneaniondee ee FOUGHT FIERCELY. 
IS HELPLESS AS HE WAS SURROUNDED 
ae per PERSONAL GUARDS» ; 


VICTORY TO | 
MAHARAU RAUYA- 
VARDHAN « 


/ Abate 


st WITH DEV- 
GUPTAS DEATH 
| AMY OREANS ARE 
ALSO SHATTERED 


THERE (S 
wogooy TO 
HELP ME 


wey sHou t 

MVE ANY 

ove ¢ BROTHER 
'HARSHAY 


aly 


BUT STILL 


THAT | WIL 
PROOT 
NOW OVER, acces 
DEAR 
SISTER: 


WOW THAT All THE 
KINGDOMS HAVE COME 
UNDER ONE FLAG THERE 
\ WOULO BE WO MORE BATTLES Cy 
BETWEEN THEM. POOR & 


PEASANTS WILL LIVE 
WN PEACE AT LAST. 


UNAWARE OF HARSUAS CEAL 
FUE GREAT SOUTH INDIAN KING PUL ARESHIN. 
WAS WORRIED ABOUT THE RISING STEEN 


D. 


KINGDOMS AS FAR AS 
KATHIAWAR. HE MAY 


We Must 
ATTACK 

4 Berore Wl 

bh HE Does. SY 


THE FIGHTING CONTINUED FOR SEVERAL DAYS. 
LOSSES WERE HEAVY ON BOTH SIDES. 


MAHARAU HARSHA,LET 


HPA\ATTACK PULAKESHIN. 


aL 


® 7HOSE MEN 


WERE KLLEO 


(N FUTURE, 

t SHALL USE 
MY STRENGTH 
TO PROTECT 
THE WEAK 
AND 

THE POOR. 


LONG LIVE > 
MAHARAU 
HARSHA. 


[DURING THIS PERIOD, HIVEN TSANG > 
HE FAMOUS CHINESE PILGRIM AND. 
SCHOLAR CAME TO (NDIA AFTER SPENO- 
WWG SOME TIME (0 EASTERN (NDIA, HE 


MAHARAU; A BUDDHIST 
MONK WANTS TO 
SEE YOU: 


WELCOME, SCHOLAR 
HIUEN TSANG + 

L WAS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
MEETING YOU + 


MAHARAU» 
1AM HONOURED- 


SIR 5 | HAVE COME HERE 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE BUDDHIST 

RELIGION. 


HIUEN TSANG STAYED IN INDIA 
FoR A FEW YEARS. 


OURING HIVEN TSANG’S STAY, HARSHA DECIDED TO HOLO 
EWMIVAR ON RELIGIONS - 


TO. CARTICIEATE. (N. THE SEMINAR 


: EMINENT SCHOLARS OF HIVDUISM JAINISM AND BUDOHISM CAME: 


ACHARYA 
HIUEN 


TSANG 5 


\F HIUEN TSANG MAKES VR 
A GOOD IMPRESSION c 
ON THE KING, WE MAY 
NOT GET THOSE RICH 
Ben AROS, We EXPECT. 
? df 


FINISHED BEFORE 
HE DOES MORE 


BUT TS CONSPIRACY. 


WAS REPORTED TO. HARSHA MWIMEDIATELY. 


Y | WARN THE | 
Diets CONSPIRATORS THAT 
ANYBODY WHO TRIES | 
TO HARM ACHARYA 
HIUEN TSANG SHALL BE 
PUNISHED. PROCLAIli 


| BELIEVE IN. 
NON-VIOLENCE, 
THE POOR AND 
THE WEAK 
SHALL BE 
PROTECTED - 
THOSE 

WHO PREACH 
VIOLENCE 
SHALL PAY 
FOR IT WITH 
THEIR 
OWN LIVES. 


VAS A RESULT. OF THIS STERN WARNING | 


NOBCOY. TRIED TO HARM: 
SOHIUEN TSANG. 


THE SEMINAR IS OVER. 
THE SCHOLARS SHOULD 
| NOW BE PRESENTED 


HAVE BEEN MADE, 


WITH GIFTS+ 


ARRANGEMENTS 
MAHARAU! 


Pie e | 


(2000 THE GIETS BROUGHT FOR 
JOONATION WERE EXHAUSTED .BUT 
STULL MANY PEOPLE REMAINED 
WITHOUT GETS» 


BRING ALL THE 
REMAINING WEALTH 
FROM THE ROYAL 
TREASURY + 


THE ROYAL WEALTH WAS ALSO GIVEN | 
AWAY BUT EVEN THEN SOME PEOPLE 


TAKE MY 
ORNAMENTS- 
OF WHAT USE 
ARE THEY IF 
MY PEOPLE 
LIVE IN. 
MISERY. 


“UN THE END ONLY OWE MAN 
Was LEFT OUT. 


(AM SORRY THAT NOTHING 
(S LEFT WITH ME EXCEPT 
THE CLOTHES | AM 
WEARING. PLEASE 
ACCEPT THEM. 


SISTER RAUYASHRI , 
CAN YOU LEND ME A be 3) Y 
CLOTH 50 THAT | q 


CAN DONATE MY 


WW THiS MANNER s EVERY FIVE YEARS s HARSHA GAVE AWAY ALL HIS WEALTH 70 
THE SCHOLARS. THE PRIESTS AND THE POOR 
LONG LIVE MAHA ~, iG) 
RAU HARSHA. i HERE, 
PLEASE TAKE 
THESE CLOTHES. 


F\ LONG LIVE MAHA - 
ISRAU HARSHA. 


HAVE KNOWN (AVY 
KWWGS BUT THERE (5 NONE LIKE 
HARSHA. | HAVE SEEV MANY 
COUNTRIES BUT THERE (S 
WONE LIKE BHARAT. TRULY 
BHARAT (5 A Gi 


